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Yard Maintenance and Snow Removal:  
 
Grass cuts (initial and subsequent cuts) include mowing, weeding, edge trimming, sweeping of all paved 
areas, and removal of all lawn clippings, related cuttings, and incidental debris (newspapers, flyers, 
bottles, etc.) removal.  The disposal of all clippings and incidental debris should comply with 
jurisdictional requirements.  
Mortgagees should not order yard maintenance if a homeowners’ association for such property covers 
this service.   
 

Frequency of Grass Cuts:  
 
An initial grass cut is permitted at the beginning of each grass-growing season.  Initial grass cuts may be 
completed when needed, during any month of the year, in the following states/territories: Alabama, 
Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Guam, Hawaii, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, New Mexico, Puerto 
Rico, South Carolina, Virgin Islands and Texas.   
 
Initial grass cuts are allowed from June 1 to September 30 in the state of Alaska.  In all other states, 
initial grass cuts are allowed between April 1 and October 31.  If conveyance occurs during the growing 
season, a final grass cut should be completed within two weeks of conveyance.  After the initial cut, 
grass should typically be re-cut twice a month during the periods listed above.  Shrubs are to be 
trimmed and cuttings removed once in a growing season, between April 1 and October 31.   
 
Grass should be cut to a maximum of two inches in length.  Grass and weeds are to be cut to the edge of 
the property line, trimmed around foundations, bushes, trees, and planting beds.  Grass and weeds 
should also be trimmed flush with fences and other construction that would normally require trimming.   
 
 



Approved by Sharon Lundstrom, Director, National Servicing Center, as vested in her pursuant to 71 FR, 60177 and as further
delegated.

ATTACHMENT 1: 2012 Grass Cut Schedule

Grass Cut Cost Schedule

State State

Initial cut
up to

10,000 sq
ft

Initial cut
10,001 sq
ft to

15,000 sq
ft

Add $25
for Each
Additional
10,000 sq

ft

Re-cut up
to 10,000
sq ft

Re-cut
10,001 sq
ft to

15,000 sq
ft

Add $25 for
Each Additional
10,000 sq ft

Alabama AL $70 $90 $115 $65 $85 $110

Alaska AK $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

Arizona AZ $75 $95 $120 $70 $90 $115

Arkansas AR $70 $90 $115 $65 $85 $110

California CA $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

Colorado CO $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Connecticut CT $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

Delaware DE $95 $125 $150 $90 $120 $145

District of Columbia DC $95 $115 $140 $90 $110 $135

Florida FL $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Georgia GA $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Guam GU $110 $130 $155 $105 $125 $150

Hawaii HI $110 $130 $155 $105 $125 $150

Idaho ID $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

Illinois IL $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Indiana IN $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Iowa IA $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Kansas KS $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Kentucky KY $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Louisiana LA $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Maine ME $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

Maryland MD $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

Massachusetts MA $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

Michigan MI $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Minnesota MN $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Mississippi MS $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Missouri MO $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Montana MT $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Nebraska NE $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Nevada NV $90 $110 $135 $85 $105 $130

New Hampshire NH $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

New Jersey NJ $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140
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NewMexico NM $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

New York NY $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

North Carolina NC $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

North Dakota ND $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Ohio OH $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Oklahoma OK $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Oregon OR $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

Pennsylvania PA $95 $115 $140 $90 $110 $135

Puerto Rico PR $110 $130 $155 $105 $125 $150

Rhode Island RI $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

South Carolina SC $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

South Dakota SD $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Tennessee TN $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Texas TX $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Utah UT $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Vermont VT $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

Virginia VA $95 $115 $140 $90 $110 $135

Virgin Islands VI $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Washington WA $100 $120 $145 $95 $115 $140

West Virginia WV $95 $115 $140 $90 $110 $135

Wisconsin WI $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125

Wyoming WY $85 $105 $130 $80 $100 $125



 

 

B. Lawn Maintenance  
Initial Grass Cut and Desert Landscaping  
(Less than 12" height)  

Less than 10,000 square feet - Maximum $100 each  
10,001 - 15,000 square feet - Maximum $150 each  
15,001 - 25,000 square feet - Maximum $175 each  
25,001 - 35,000 square feet - Maximum $200 each  
35,001 - 43,560 square feet - Maximum $225 each  

Grass Re-cut and Desert Landscaping  Less than 10,000 square feet - Maximum $80 each  
10,001 - 15,000 square feet - Maximum $100 each  
15,001 - 25,000 square feet - Maximum $125 each  
25,001 - 35,000 square feet - Maximum $150 each  
35,001 - 43,560 square feet - Maximum $175 each  

Trim Trees/Shrubs/Vines  Maximum $250/calendar year ($500/calendar year HI & FL)  

 

Lawn Maintenance  
Fannie Mae expects each lawn to remain in compliance with local ordinances/association standards year-round.  

Each lawn service includes but is not limited to:  

 grass cut and all clippings removed from sidewalks, driveways, and lawns (front, back, and sides);  

 edging completed on each grass cut including the fence lines, foundations, driveways, walkways, and 
sidewalks;  

 weeds trimmed from fence lines, foundation of home, driveways and flowerbeds without damaging existing 
plants or flowers;  

 minimal leaf removal; and,  

 incidental debris/trash removal.  

Desert landscaping, rockscaped, or low maintenance landscaping must be completed once every other month 
within the allowable. This includes, but is not limited to, pulling and spraying of weeds, removing tumbleweeds, 
and trimming grass where necessary.  

Initial lawn maintenance and initial desert landscaping must be completed within 10 calendar days of the first 
time vacant date during grass cut season or the grass cut season start date, whichever comes later. When the 
first time vacant date is outside of grass cut season and an initial grass cut is necessary, an initial grass cut may 
be completed without prior approval utilizing the allowable within 10 calendar days of the first time vacant date.  

Only one initial lawn maintenance may be performed during a calendar year. If an initial lawn cut was performed 
outside of grass cut season, re-cuts should resume at the beginning of grass cut season. Any subsequent initial 
lawn maintenance request will require prior approval by submitting an over allowable bid request through 
HomeTracker. The servicer will have 15 calendar days from the first time vacant date or grass cut season start 
date to submit an over allowable grass cut bid.  

Bids for grass cuts should include the following:  

 provide the lot dimensions, and  

 provide the grass height.  

 



In year-round grass cut states, only one initial grass cut is permitted, as the servicer is required to complete the 
re-occurring lawn maintenance as scheduled. All other states are allowed one initial grass cut or desert 
landscaping per calendar year.  

Lots up to one acre (up to 43,560 square feet): Initial lawn maintenance must be completed within the allowable 
where grass is less than 12 inches on the majority of the lot. When the initial lawn maintenance cannot be 
completed within the allowable, bids must be submitted for review. Re-cuts must be completed within the 
allowable based on the area to be cut.  

Example: Lot size is 25,000 square feet and grass is 24 inches on 20% of the lot and 10 inches on 80% of the lot; 
complete grass cut within the allowable with a maximum of $175.  

Lots over one acre (more than 43,560 square feet): Perimeter cuts should be completed from the front view of the 
property to the street utilizing the 15,000 square foot grass cut allowable. Perimeter re-cuts must be completed 
within the allowable.  

When a perimeter cut cannot be completed due to local ordinance/association standards or may affect 
neighboring properties/businesses, the following items must be submitted:  

 bid for initial full lot grass cut,  

 bid for full lot re-cuts for the entire season, and  

 copy of the local ordinance/association standards dictating only full lot cuts are accepted or photo 
documentation of neighboring properties/businesses within close proximity of the property.  

 

GRASS CUT SCHEDULE  
Prior approval is required for any grass re-cuts needed outside of the grass schedule. 

 



Table B: GRASS CUT SCHEDULE 

State Abbr. 

Initial and Re-cuts 
All Year 
once per 

month 

All Year 
twice per 

month 

April 1 to Oct 
31 once per 

month 

April 1 to Oct 
31 twice per 

month 

March 1 to Nov 
30 twice per 

month 

June 1 to Sept 
30 twice per 

month 
Alabama AL X 
Alaska AK X 
Arizona AZ X 
Arkansas AR X 
California CA X 
Colorado CO X 
Connecticut CT X 
Delaware DE X 
Florida FL X 
Georgia GA X 
Hawaii HI X 
Idaho ID X 
Illinois IL X 
Indiana IN X 
Iowa IA X 
Kansas KS X 
Kentucky KY X 
Louisiana LA X 
Maine ME X 
Maryland MD X 
Massachusetts MA X 
Michigan MI X 
Minnesota MN X 
Mississippi MS X 
Missouri MO X 
Montana MT X 
Nebraska NE X 
Nevada NV X 
New Hampshire NH X 
New Jersey NJ X 
New Mexico NM X 
New York NY X 
North Carolina NC X 
North Dakota ND X 
Ohio OH X 
Oklahoma OK X 
Oregon OR X 
Pennsylvania PA X 
Rhode Island RI X 
South Carolina SC X 
South Dakota SD X 
Tennessee TN X 
Texas TX X 
Utah UT X 
Vermont VT X 
Virginia VA X 
Washington WA X 
West Virginia WV X 
Wisconsin WI X 
Wyoming WY X 
Guam GU X 
Puerto Rico PR X 
Virgin Islands VI X 
Washington DC DC X 
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VA Yard Maintenance Regs 
 
 
(a) Initial Grass Cut. Upon notice of vacancy, an initial grass cut should be performed. An 
initial grass cut is defined as the first cut for each calendar year prior to termination of the 
loan. Initial grass cuts may be completed when needed during any month of the year in the 
following States/territories: Alabama, Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Guam, Hawaii, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, New Mexico, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Virgin Islands, and 
Texas. Initial grass cuts are allowed from June 1 to September 30 in the State of Alaska. In all 
other States, initial grass cuts are allowed between April 1 and October 31.  
 
(b) Grass Re-Cuts. After the initial cut, grass should typically be re-cut twice a month during 
the periods listed above for initial cuts in each area. However, depending on the level of 
rainfall in the area, one cut per month may be sufficient, while in other areas, more 
frequent lawn cuts may be needed.  
 
 
(2) Shrub Trimming. Overgrown shrubs or tree branches that are hazardous or obstruct 
doorways, public walks, and driveways shall be trimmed or removed. 
 
(3) Snow Removal. The holder should maintain a safe and accessible property throughout 
the winter season. Snow should be removed from the entry, walkway, porch, and driveway 
following a minimum three-inch accumulation. Holders must comply with local codes and 
ordinances governing the removal of snow and ice. 
 
 
 
 
Yard Maintenance  
Initial cut up to 5,000 s.f.  $100  
Initial cut 5,001 to 10,000 s.f.  $125  
Initial cut above 10,000 s.f.  $150  
Re-cut up to 5,000 s.f.  $75  
Re-cut 5,001 to 10,000 s.f.  $85  
Re-cut above 10,000 s.f.  $105  
Shrub Trimming  $40  
Snow Removal  $60  
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Expense Category: Yard Maintenance 
Expense 

Code Expense Item Description Unit 
Price

Expense 
Limit

093005

Initial Yard 
Maintenance (Lots 

of up to 10,000 
square feet)*

To be used on properties with lots of 
10,000 square feet or less. Full yard 

cut, weed removal or desert 
landscaping, as applicable, once per 

Yard Maintenance Season, as 
provided below.

Up to 
$120 $150

093004

Initial Yard 
Maintenance (Lots 
greater than 10,000 

square feet)

To be used on properties with lots 
greater than 10,000 square feet. Full 

yard and/or perimeter cut, weed 
removal or desert landscaping, as 

applicable, once per Yard 
Maintenance Season, as provided 

below.

Up to 
$150 $300

094016
Yard 

Maintenance(Lots 
of up to 10,000 
square feet)*

To be used on properties with lots of 
10,000 square feet or less. Semi-
monthly full yard grass cuts, weed 
removal or desert landscaping, as 

applicable, during Yard Maintenance 
Season, as provided below.

Up to 
$100 $200

094013
Yard Maintenance
(Lots greater than 

10,000 square feet)

To be used on properties with lots 
greater than 10,000 square feet. 

Semi-monthly full yard or perimeter 
grass cuts, weed removal or desert 
landscaping, as applicable, during 

Yard Maintenance Season, as 
provided below.

Up to 
$120 $200

094014 Trimming (Shrubs) As needed during Yard Maintenance 
Season, as provided below NA $400

094015 Trimming (Trees) As needed during Yard Maintenance 
Season, as provided below NA $600

191003 Snow Removal
As needed during Winterization 
Season, as provided later in this 

exhibit
NA $75

Yard Maintenance Season and Frequency 
Requirements

Applicable Jurisdictions

Year Round (Monthly) AZ, NM and NV

Year Round (Semi-Monthly)
AL, AR, CA, FL, GA, GU, HI, KS, LA, MS, OK, 
SC, TX, VI and PR

06/01-09/30 (Semi-Monthly) AK
03/01-10/31 (Semi-Monthly) All others
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